
Announcing the 

2015 Mayors’ Ramadan Unity Dinner 

Essay Contest 
Hosted by Mayors Virg Bernero & Nathan Triplett 

 

Theme: “Hope, Not Hunger” 
 

1st Place: $500 - 2nd Place: $250 - 3rd Place: $100 
Open to Graduating High School Seniors* and College Students 

 
——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

The essay is to bring awareness to the plight of hunger and promote a better understanding of how communities 

can help feed those that experience hunger and impart hope. 
 

General Guidelines 
  One entry per person 
  250 to 500 Words 
  Must be in the English language 
  Essay Judged on - 

  Clarity 
  Reflective Thinking 
  Grammar & Spelling 
  Overall Effectiveness 
 

 
 

Deadline Extended to Monday, Aug. 31st 
Thursday, August 27, 2015 - 5:00 pm 
Entry must be submitted with entry form to: 
Renee.freeman@lansingmi.gov  
Graduating High School Seniors must also submit 
college acceptance letter and college students must 
submit a current transcript. 
*Graduating High School Seniors Must Be College Bound 
 

Winners will be notified by Tuesday, September 8, 2015 and 
will be required to submit additional information to receive 
prize and are invited to attend the Mayors Ramadan Unity 
Dinner on Friday, September 18, 2015 at the Lansing Center. 

Download forms at - http://www.lansingmi.gov/news/view/RamadanUnityDinnerEssayContest 

——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

For more information contact the 
Office of Mayor Virg Bernero - 517.483.4141 

Renee Freeman – Renee.Freeman@lansingmi.gov 
 or 

Ignacio G. Andrade, III - Andrade@pres.msu.edu  - 517.353-3922 

mailto:Renee.freeman@lansingmi.gov
mailto:Andrade@pres.msu.edu


2015 Mayors’ Ramadan Unity Dinner 
Mayor Virg Bernero (Lansing) & Mayor Nathan Triplett (East Lansing) 

 
 

Essay Contest Entry Form 
Topic:  “Hope, Not Hunger”  

Deadline: Extended to Monday, August 31, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 2015 - 5:00 pm  
Email Essay Information to:  Renee.Freeman@lansingmi.gov 

 



 Graduating High School Senior  Undergraduate 
 
 

First Name Middle Int. Last Name 
 

 
 

Address 
 

 
 

City State Zip 
 

 
 

Primary Telephone Number 
 

 
 

Email Address 
 

 
 

Graduating High School OR College 
 

 College Acceptance Letter (Graduating High School Seniors) or Copy of Transcript (College Students) Submitted 
 

I have read and understand the essay contest rules and guidelines as outlined herein or at facebook.com/ 

ramadanunitydinner.  Should my essay place, if available, I will attend the 9th Annual Mayors’ Ramadan Unity 

Dinner being held on Friday, September 18, 2015 at the Lansing Center in downtown Lansing. 
 

 
 

Signature Date 
 

For more information contact the 
Office of Mayor Virg Bernero - 517.483.4141 

124 W. Michigan Avenue, 9th Floor - Lansing, MI 48933 
Renee Freeman – Renee.Freeman@lansingmi.gov 

or 
Ignacio G. Andrade, III - Andrade@pres.msu.edu  - 517.353-3922 

mailto:Renee.Freeman@lansingmi.gov
mailto:Andrade@pres.msu.edu


2015 Mayors’ Ramadan Unity Dinner 
Mayor Virg Bernero (Lansing) & Mayor Nathan Triplett (East Lansing) 

 

Essay Contest Rules & Guidelines 
 
The Annual Mayors’ Ramadan Unity Dinner is hosted by the Mayors of the City of Lansing (the Honorable Virg Bernero) and the 

City of East Lansing (the Honorable Nathan Triplett).  Its mission is as follows: 
 

    To demonstrate the importance of diversity and embrace the Muslim culture 

    An opportunity for the community to help alleviate hunger and enjoy authentic Middle Eastern cuisine 

  Bring awareness to the plight of hunger and promote a better understanding of how communities can help feed those that 

experience hunger and impart hope 

    Raise funds for the Greater Lansing Food Bank 
 

Essay Topic:                                  “Hope, Not Hunger” 
 

Submission Deadline:                   5:00 pm on Thursday, August 27, 2015 Extended to Monday, August 31, 2015 

      Email essay submission to renee.freeman@lansingmi.gov 
 

Essays must be between 250 and 500 words. Essays will be judged on clarity, reflective thinking, grammar, spelling and overall 

effectiveness. 
 

The contest is open to graduating high school seniors and college students. 
 

Graduating high school seniors must submit a letter of acceptance by the designated deadline of 5:00 pm on Thursday, August 27, 

2015    Monday, August 31, 2015 
 

College students must submit a copy of a current transcript by the designated deadline of 5:00 pm on Thursday, August 27, 2015. 

Plagiarism will not be accepted.  Essays must be the original work of the entrant. 

Essays must not have been previously broadcasted, distributed or disseminated in any medium or public domain. 
 

Essays must not be in violation of/or conflict with the trademark, copyright, rights of privacy, rights of publicity or any other rights of 

any kind or nature or of any other person or entity. 
 

Essays must not include any language or other content that is indecent, inappropriate, morally objectionable or otherwise unfit for 

dissemination or broadcast. 
 

Essay winners much complete and submit an IRS Form W-9 prior to issuance of any prize funds. 
 

If able, the Mayors’ Ramadan Unity Dinner Committee strongly encourages the winners to attend the actual dinner being held on 

Friday, September 18, 2015 at the Lansing Center in downtown Lansing - 333 E. Michigan Avenue. 
 

Entries  not  satisfying  the  criteria,  in  any  respect,  may  be  disqualified.    If the Mayors’ Ramadan Unity  Dinner  Committee 

(Committee), in its sole discretion, has reason to believe that an entry contains any material that may infringe or violate any law or 

rights of a third party, or that the use of broadcast or such entry in the manner described herein may infringe or violate any rights of 

a third party, the Committee may immediately disqualify such entry and take any other measures it may deem appropriate. 
 

 
For more information contact the 

Office of Mayor Virg Bernero - 517.483.4141 
124 W. Michigan Avenue, 9th Floor - Lansing, MI 48933 

                                      Renee Freeman – Renee.Freeman@lansingmi.gov 
                                  or 

Ignacio G. Andrade, III - Andrade@pres.msu.edu  - 517.353-3922 

mailto:Andrade@pres.msu.edu

